Christian’s response to Feminism

Opening questions

What are our understandings of feminism? Would you say that the feminist is a woman scorned? Why? What is the core of the movement? Do we know any ‘feminists’?
Women suffer from social injustice because of their sex. Feminism is a movement for the elimination of sex-based injustice. 
History of the attitude towards women – both pagan and Christian.

Bad critic
· Plato believed that a bad man’s fate is to be reincarnated as a woman

· Aristotle regarded a female as a kind of mutilated male – “females are imperfect males accidently produced by the father’s inadequacy or by the malign influence of a moist south wind”

· In Jewish law a woman was not a person, but a thing. She had no legal rights whatsoever; she was absolutely in her husband’s possession to do with as he willed

· She was who persuaded the devil, no strong enough against attack, deserted the divine law, the cause of sin and cause of death – and even the Son of God had to die.
· Today: Germaine Greer – what did she do? Called for revolution. Still talking today. She rebelled against the stereotype of the sexual object, whose value is not in herself but in demand she excites in others, a doll, an idol, not a woman. 
It’s no surprise that there would be such a large uprising especially during the 60s. What happened? What changed? (today’s women)
But feminism cannot be regarded as a largely non-Christian movement. So as Christians, how do we respond to it? A cry of justice that Christians should respond to for justice is about God given rights.
There are four crucial ideas to be looked at: Equality, Complementarity, Responsibility and Ministry
1. Equality

a.
 Genesis 1:26-28 (from creation, man and women were created equal)
Made equal in the image of God – In the beginning, ‘man’ was ‘male and female’ 
God must have something that is ‘feminine’ as well as the ‘masculine’ (remember the sermon about Jesus as the mother hen Matthew 23:37, Deut 32:18, Isaiah 66:13)
Equally called to rule the earth – our stewardship from the beginning was equally shared, since both sexes were equally created by God and like God
b. 
Sexual equality was distorted by the fall – Genesis 3:16b

The domination of woman by man is due to the Fall, not to the Creation
Men have misused this judgement of God as an excuse to mistreat women in ways God never intended – we know many examples of this. However, there are many instances throughout the bible which were the opposite. Women were the integral part of the covenant community so that men, women and children gathered to listen to public readings of the Torah and share in worship. Marriage was held in high honour, Proverbs 31, godly women were praised like… Ruth, Esther… 
c. But equality was recovered by the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus born of a woman – restores women to that measure of dignity. But also Jesus’ attitude to women (publicly) – Samaritan woman at the well, adulterous women being stoned, prostitute to wipe his feet with her tears and hair. Remember that a jewish male was forbidden to talk to a woman on the street, even if she were his wife, daughter or sister. It was regarded impious to teach a woman the law – ‘it would be better for the words of the law to be burned than to be entrusted to a woman’ Talmud
He appeared first appeared to women. 

Jesus terminated the curse of the Fall, reinvested woman with her (partially) lost nobility and reclaimed his new Kingdom’s blessing of sexual equality. 
Also: Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Of course we’re not exactly the same but this talks about our equal standing before God) Equality restored.

Summary: Sexual equality established by creation, perverted by the Fall, was recovered by the redemption in Christ. 

Men and women are absolutely equal in worth before God, equally created by God, like God, equally justified by grace, equally regenerated by the outpoured spirit. 

In the new Kingdom – we are sharers of God’s image, and equally heirs of his grace in Christ and equally indwelt by his Spirit.

2. Complementarity

Although men and women are equal, they are not the same. 

Equality v Identity. We are different from one another, and we complement one another in the distinctive qualities – sexually, psychologically and physiologically. 
Feminists rebel against the expectation that women must fit into a predetermined role. For who fixed the mould but men? The problem for women today is not sexual, but a problem of identity, fulfilling our potentials.
In a way, we have a second distinct creation story in Genesis 2:18-22

In what ways do the two sexes complement each other? What is distinctive between men and women? We are definitely different and supposed to be so.
3. Responsibility/Roles
Ephesians 5:23 – the husband is the head of the wife 
1 Corinthians 11:3 – the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God
Paul introduces the idea of masculine ‘headship’. Headship = Lordship? 
Paul explains his teaching on the doctrine of creation….

· Priority of creation – Adam formed first, then Eve

· Mode of creation – man did not come from woman, but woman from man

· Purpose of creation – woman was created for man
· Also – Adam named her ‘woman’ (power to assign = control), the firstborn inherited command and responsibility.
‘Headship’ seems to imply some kind of ‘authority’ to which ‘submission’ is appropriate. (Ephesians 1:22 - And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church) 

What does headship mean? How can it be understood as to be compatible with equality? We need to reject the emotive language of hierarchy/patronising domination.

Back to those 2 verses: For if ‘the head of the woman is man’ as ‘the head of Christ is God’, then man and woman must be equal as the Father and the Son are qual. On the other hand, 
Headship implies leadership, not authority but responsibility, not control but care.

Responsibility of the ‘head’ to give himself up for her in love, just as Christ did for his body, the Church and looks after her as we do our own bodies. 

‘Headship’ is the biblical term to describe a way in which women need men and men may serve women. It is intended not to suppress but to support them and to ensure that they are, and may more fully become, their true selves. For if ‘headship’ is related to ‘subordination’ it implies inferiority to men and encourages low self-esteem.

At the heart of feminism, is the cry for liberation – own identity. 
4. Ministry

Many women called for ministry in bible –prophetesses as well as prophets, Miriam (moses’ sister), Deborah, Priscilla (acts)

On the day of Pentecost, God poured out his Spirit on ‘all people’ including ‘sons and daughters’ and his ‘servants, both men and women’. If the gift of the Spirit was bestowed on all believers of both sexes, so were his gifts.

It is ok for women to teach/speak provided that in doing so they are not usurping the authority over them. God endows women with spiritual gifts and calls them to exercise their gifts, then we must (as a church) recognise these gifts and make appropriate services for them to exercise them.
Conclusion

· Has your understanding or attitude to feminism been changed?
· Are there Christian feminists among us?
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